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over the diamond mines of Vajrakarur.68 This speaks of the
royal authority over 1he mines. According to Nuniz the
diamond mines were farmed out on condition that all the
stones above twenty mangelins in weight - about 25 carats
were sent to the Raya of Vijayanagara for his personal use.69
The rich merchants of Gujarath thronged around the mines
for the purchase of diamonds.70 The Ramallakota diamond
mine was visited by Tavemier, a French Traveller who gave
a vivid description of the working of diamond mines.71
According to him Ramallakota mines were famous for the
last 200 years. The Gujarath merchants residing at
Ramallakota used to buy diamonds excavated at
Munimadugu mines which came to lime-light during the
sixteenth century.72 The Gandlkota rulers took up the
management of mining operation there.73 The contemporary
travellers like Abdul Razaak74, Nuniz75, Barbosa76 etc.,
extolled the diamond markets and the fascination of the
people for the gold ornaments incised with varieties of
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